
Great Novels to Read Aloud 
 
Picture Books to Read Aloud  
 

 

7 Ate 9 by Tara lazar 
 
When 7 is accused of eating 9, worried 6 hires a detective to investigate. 

 

After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty got back up again) by Dan Santat 
 
After falling off the wall, Humpty Dumpty is very afraid of climbing up again, but 
is determined not to let fear stop him from being close to the birds. 

 

A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon 
 
In order to ensure her popularity, Camilla Cream always does what is expected, 
until the day arrives when she no longer recognizes herself. 

 

The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield  
 
A bear finds a piano in the woods, learns to play it, and travels to the big city to 
become rich and famous, but ultimately discovers that his old friends 
in the forest back home are still the best audience of all 
 

 

The Book With No Pictures by B.J. Novak  
 
In this book with no pictures, the reader has to say every silly word, no matter 
what. 

 

Caps for Sale  by Esphyr Slobodkina 
 
A band of mischievous monkeys steals every one of a peddler's caps while he 
takes a nap under a tree. 
 

 

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type by Doreen Cronin 
 
When Farmer Brown's cows find a typewriter in the barn they start making 
demands, and go on strike when the farmer refuses to give them what they 
want. Make sure to try other in the series as well! 

 



 

A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever by Marla Frazee 
 
Friends James and Eamon enjoy a wonderful week at the home of Eamon's 
grandparents during summer vacation. 
 

 

Creepy Carrots by Aaron Reynolds  
 
The carrots that grow in Crackenhopper Field are the fattest and crispiest 
around and Jasper Rabbit cannot resist pulling some to eat each time he 
passes by, until he begins hearing and seeing creepy carrots wherever he goes. 
 

 

The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt 
 
When Duncan arrives at school one morning, he finds a stack of letters, one 
from each of his crayons, complaining about how he uses them. 

 

 

Dogzilla by Dav Pilkney 
 
A monstrous mutt terrorizes the residents of Mousopolis. Try also Kat Kong. 

 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus (series) by Mo Willems 
 
When a bus driver goes on break, he asks the audience to keep an eye on his 
vehicle and the daft, bug-eyed pigeon who desperately wants to drive it. 

 

 

Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin 
 
Explores the love dragons have for tacos, and the dangers of feeding them 
anything with spicy salsa. 
 

 

Elephant and Piggie (series) by Mo Willems 
 
Follow the madcap adventures of Elephant and Piggie in this fun series for 
beginning readers. 

 

 

Falling for Rapunzel by Leah Wilcox 
 
A prince tries to get Rapunzel to throw down her hair so he can rescue her, but 
she mishears him and throws down random objects from her room instead. 

 

Froggy gets Dressed by Jonathan London 
 
Rambunctious Froggy hops out into the snow for a winter frolic but is called 
back by his mother to put on some necessary articles of clothing. 
 



 

Goodnight Already by Jory Jon 
 
Bear has never been so tired but his next-door neighbor, a wide-awake duck, 
keeps disturbing his sleep. 

 

 

Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine 
 
A fictionalized account of how in 1849 a Virginia slave, Henry "Box" Brown, 
escapes to freedom by shipping himself in a wooden crate from Richmond to 
Philadelphia. 
 

 

Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Seuss 
 
When a lazy bird hatching an egg wants a vacation, she asks Horton, the 
elephant, to sit on her egg--which he does through all sorts of hazards until he is 
rewarded for doing what he said he would. 
 

 

The House on East 88th Street by Bernard Waber 
 
A family moving into a new house discovers in their bathtub a talented crocodile 
named Lyle, who soon becomes an important part of the family. 

 

 

I Will Not Eat You by Adam Lehrhaupt 
 
A dragon resists the urge to eat the animals that approach his cave. 

 

The Incredible Life of Balto by Meghan McCarthy 
 
The story of Balto, the world famous dog who led his dogsled team through a 
blizzard to deliver a lifesaving serum to the stricken people of Nome, Alaska, in 
1925. 

 

 

Interrupting Chicken by David Stein 
 
Little Red Chicken wants Papa to read her a bedtime story, but interrupts him 
almost as soon as he begins each tale. 
 

 

It’s a Tiger!  by David LaRochelle  
 
A child imagines that he is in a story where he encounters a tiger at every turn. 

 

Jumanji by Chris Van Allsburg 
 

Left on their own for an afternoon, two bored and restless children find more 
excitement than they bargained for in a mysterious and mystical jungle 
adventure board game. 
 



 

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes 
 
Lilly loves everything about school, especially her teacher, but when he asks 
her to wait a while before showing her new purse, she does something for which 
she is very sorry later. 

 

 

Lion Lessons by Jon Agee 
 
Learning to be a lion takes some serious lessons, but luckily, this kid has a 
teacher who is a real pro. 

 

Make Way for Ducklings  by Robert McCloskey 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Mallard proudly return to their home in the Boston Public Garden 
with their eight offspring. 

 

Miss Nelson is Missing! by Harry Allard 
 
The kids in Room 207 take advantage of their teacher's good nature until she 
disappears and they are faced with a vile substitute. 

 

 

The Mitten by Jan Brett 
 
Several animals sleep snugly in Nicki's lost mitten until the bear sneezes. 

 

 

Mr. Tiger Goes Wild! by Peter Brown  
 
Bored with city life and the proper behavior it requires, Mr. Tiger has a wild idea 
that leads him to discover his true nature. 
 

 

Muncha! Muncha! Muncha! by Candace Fleming  
 
After planting the garden he has dreamed of for years, Mr. McGreely tries to find 
a way to keep some persistent bunnies from eating all his vegetables. 

 

Mysterious Tadpole by Steven Kellogg 
 
It soon becomes clear that Louis's pet tadpole is not turning into an ordinary 
frog. 

 

 

Paperbag Princess by Robert Munsch 
 
The Princess Elizabeth is slated to marry Prince Ronald when a dragon attacks 
the castle and kidnaps Ronald. In resourceful and humorous fashion it’s up to 
Elizabeth to save the day. 
 



 

Peanut Butter & Cupcake by Terry Border 
 
Peanut Butter sets out with his soccer ball to find a friend after moving to a new 
town, but everyone from Hamburger to Soup seems to be too busy to play.  

 

Petunia by Roger Duvoisin 
 
Petunia, the goose, learns that possessing knowledge involves more than just 
carrying a book around under her wing. 

 

 

Pete the Cat: I Love my White Shoes (Series) by James Dean 
 
Pete the Cat gets into colorful adventures while out walking in his new white 
shoes. 

 

President Taft is Stuck in the Bath by Mac Barnett  
 
George Washington crossed the Delaware in the dead of night. Abraham 
Lincoln saved the Union. And President William Howard Taft, a man of great 
stature - well, he got stuck in a bathtub. Now how did he get unstuck?  

 

 

Press Here by Herve Tullet  
 
Instructs the reader on how to interact with the illustrations to create imaginative 
images. 

 

Read the Book, Lemmings! by Ame Dyckman  
 
A literate fox attempts to teach a trio of overzealous lemmings to read in order 
to save them from their habit of jumping off cliffs. 

 

Secret Pizza Party by Adam Rubin  
 
While Raccoon is eating pizza at his secret pizza party, he sees a 
masquerade party going on in the house next door to him and joins the fun. 

 

 

Skippyjon Jones by Judy Schachner 
 
A young Siamese cat is a rascal who wants an alternative lifestyle from that of 
the rest of his kind; he would much rather be El Skipito, the great sword fighter. 

 

 

Snappsy the Alligator (Did not ask to be in this book!) by Julie Falatko 
 
Snappsy's ordinary day is interrupted by a meddling narrator 



 

Splat the Cat by Rob Scotton 
 
It's Splat the Cat's first day of school and he's worried. What if he doesn't make 
any new friends?  

 

 

Stone Soup: an Old Tale by Marcia Brown 
 
When three hungry soldiers come to a town where all the food has been hidden, 
they set out to make soup of water & stones and the entire town enjoys a feast. 
 

 

Strega Nona by Tomie DePaola 
 
When Strega Nona leaves him alone with her magic pasta pot, Big Anthony is 
determined to show the townspeople how it works. 

 

 

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig 
 
In a moment of fright Sylvester the donkey asks his magic pebble to turn him 
into a rock but then cannot hold the pebble to wish himself back to normal 
again. 

 

 

Teacher from the Black Lagoon by Mike Thaler  
 
On the first day of school, a young boy expects only the worst when he 
discovers that his new teacher is the "monstrous" Mrs. Green. 

 

 

This is a Moose! by Richard Morris 
 
Director Billy Waddler is trying to film a documentary about moose, but 
the moose in question has no intention of spending his life in the woods and his 
animal friends, who have dreams of their own, help him prove his point. 
 

 

Thunder Cake by Patricia Polacco 
 
Grandma finds a way to dispel her grandchild's fear of thunderstorms. 
 

 

Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel 
 
When the eldest son falls into the well, too much time is spent pronouncing his 
name. The Chinese, according to legend, vowed to give all their children short 
names from that time on. 

 

 
 
 



Great Books for Younger Listeners  
 

 

Babe the Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith 
 
A piglet destined for eventual butchering arrives at the farmyard, is adopted by 
an old sheep dog, and discovers a special secret to success. 

 

The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Warner 
 
Four orphaned children run away and live in a boxcar, until they are found by 
their grandfather. 

 

Charlotte’s Webb by E.B. White 
 
Wilbur, the pig, is desolate when he discovers that he is destined to be the 
farmer's Christmas dinner until his spider friend, Charlotte, decides to help him. 

 

Clementine by Sara Pennypacker 
 
While sorting through difficulties in her friendship with her neighbor Margaret, 
eight-year-old Clementine gains several unique hairstyles while also helping her 
father in his efforts to banish pigeons from the front of their apartment building. 

 

 

Cricket in Times Square by George Selden 
 
The adventures of a country cricket that unintentionally arrives in New York and 
is befriended by Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. 

 

 

The Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl 
 
Three farmers, each one meaner than the other, try all-out warfare to get rid of 
the fox and his family. 

 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
 
After a bulletin board falls on Stanley while he's sleeping, he finds that being flat 
has its advantages. 

 

Gooney Bird Greene by Lois Lowery 
 
A most unusual new student who loves to be the center of attention entertains 
her teacher and fellow second graders by telling absolutely true stories about 
herself, including how she got her name. 
 



 

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes 
 
In winning a medal she is no longer there to receive, a tight-lipped little Polish girl 
teaches her classmates a lesson. 

 

Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 
 
A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a little key for his 
birthday and finds himself involved in adventure when the Indian comes to life in 
the cupboard and befriends him. 

 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 
 
Four schoolchildren find their way through the back of a wardrobe into the magic 
land of Narnia and assist its ruler to triumph over the White Witch, who has 
cursed the land with eternal winter. 

 

Lives of the Presidents: Fame, Shame, and What the Neighbors Thought 
by Kathleen Krull 
 
Focuses on the lives of presidents as parents, husbands, pet-owners, and 
neighbors, while also including humorous anecdotes about hairstyles, attitudes, 
diets, fears, and sleep patterns. Try other titles in this series! 

 

 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater 
 
The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin 
changes the life and fortunes of Mr. Popper, a house painter obsessed by 
dreams of the Polar regions. 
 

 

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle by Betty Bard MacDonald 
 
The eccentric Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle issues to parents her marvelous cures for such 
common children's diseases as Won't-Put-Away-Toys-itis, Answerbackism, and 
Fighter-Quarrelitis. 

 

My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett 
 
Elmer sets out on a secret journey to rescue a baby dragon held prisoner on Wild 
Island. 



 

Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 
 
Escapades of a lucky little girl who lives with a horse and a monkey--but without 
any parents--at the edge of a Swedish village. 

 

Ramona the Brave by Beverly Cleary 
 
Six-year-old Ramona tries to cope with an unsympathetic first-grade teacher, a 
new room and a ferocious dog. 

 

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 
 
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie 
home, Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new mother and hope that she will 
stay. 

 

 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 
 
Two is a crowd when Peter and his four-year-old brother, Fudge, are in the same 
room. Grown-ups think Fudge is absolutely adorable, but in reality he is a tiny 
terror in disguise ruining Peter’s life. 

 

 

Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins 
 
Six stories relate the adventures of three best friends, who happen to be toys. 

 

The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman 
 
A bratty prince and his whipping boy have many adventures when they 
inadvertently trade places after becoming involved with dangerous outlaws. 

 

Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne 
 
The adventures of Christopher Robin and his friends in which Pooh Bear uses a 
balloon to get honey, Piglet meets a Heffalump, and Eeyore has a birthday. 

 
 
 
 



Great Books for Older Listeners  
 

 

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 
 
Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how their 
lives are changed for the better by "rookie teacher" Mr. Terupt. 

 

The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander 
 
Taran, Assistant Pig-Keeper to a famous oracular sow, sets out on a hazardous 
mission to save Prydain from the forces of evil. 
 

 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 
 
The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he becomes friends 
with a newcomer who subsequently meets an untimely death trying to reach their 
hideaway, Terabithia, during a storm. 

 

 

City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 
 
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a 
Messenger in order to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, 
perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions. 

 

 

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos 
 
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos 
spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he is assigned to 
help an elderly neighbor. 
 

 

Frindle by Andrew Clements 
 
When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on 
her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that 
quickly moves beyond his control. 

 

 

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Koningsburg 
 
Having run away with her younger brother to live in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, twelve-year-old Claudia strives to keep things in order in their new home and 
to become a changed person. 

 



 

The Great Brain by John Fitzgerald 
 
The exploits of the Great Brain of Adenville, Utah are described by his younger 
brother, frequently the victim of the Great Brain's schemes for gaining prestige or 
money. 

 

 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling 
 
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy 
with a great destiny proves his worth while attending Hogwarts School for 
Wizards and Witches. 

 

The Homework Machine by Dan Gutman 
 
Four fifth-grade students, as well as their teacher and mothers, relate events 
surrounding a computer programmed to complete homework assignments. 

 

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 
 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another 
boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction 
site. 

 

 

Knucklehead by Jon Scieszka 
 
Author Jon Scieszka relates tales of growing up with six brothers in this mostly 
true and hilarious memoir. 

 

Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
 
A year in the life of two young girls growing up on the Wisconsin frontier, as they 
help their mother with the daily chores, enjoy their father's stories and singing, 
and share special occasions with relatives and neighbors. 

 

A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck 
 
A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the 
Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother. 

 

Marley: a Dog like no Other by John Grogan 
 
An adapted account of Grogen’s bestseller, relating his family’s misadventures 
with the lovable Labrador, Marley. Keep the tissues handy! 



 

Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
 
After their mother dies, two brothers find a huge amount of money which they 
must spend quickly before England switches to the new European currency, but 
disagree on what to do with it. 

 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh by Robert C. O’Brien 
 
Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats 
whose former imprisonment in a laboratory made them wise and long lived. 
 

 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trent Lee Stewart 
 
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a 
secret mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for 
the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 
 

 

Number the Stars by Lois Lowery 
 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie 
learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend 
from the Nazis. 
 

 

Savvy by Ingrid Law 
 
Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has 
revealed her "savvy"--a magical power unique to each member of her family--just 
as her father is injured in a terrible accident. 

 

 

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
 
When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty 
tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, a mean-spirited man 
known to mistreat his dogs. 
 

 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar 
 
Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, 
which was accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each story. 

 

The Sisters Grimm: The Fairy Tale Detectives by Michael Buckley 
 
Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric 
grandmother that they have always believed to be dead. 
 



 

Star of Kazan by Eva Ibbotson 
 
After twelve-year-old Annika, a foundling living in Vienna, inherits a trunk of 
costume jewelry, a woman claiming to be her aristocratic mother arrives and 
takes her to live in a decrepit mansion. 
 

 

Swindle by Gordon Korman 
 
After an unscrupulous collector cons him out of a valuable baseball card, sixth-
grader Griffin Bing puts together a band of misfits to break into Palomino's 
heavily guarded store and steal the card back. 
 

 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
 
The adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the 
princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess and a devious 
rat determined to bring them all to ruin. 
 

 

True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 
 
As the only passenger, and the only female, on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, 
thirteen-year-old Charlotte finds herself caught between a murderous captain 
and a mutinous crew. 
 

 

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
 
The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that 
a girl and a malicious stranger know their secret about a spring whose water 
prevents them from ever aging. 
 

 

Wonderful Wizard of Oz by Frank L. Baum 
 
After a cyclone transports her to the land of Oz, Dorothy must seek out the great 
wizard in order to return to Kansas. 
 

 

The Worst Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson 
 
The six horrible Herdmans, the worst kids in the history of the world, cause 
mayhem throughout the school year. 
 

 
Don’t forget the best read alouds of all: Fairy Tales and Folk Tales.   
They can be found in the non-fiction section under 398.2.   
Also try mythology, located in 292. 
 


