
Chilling Fiction 
M 

Junie B. Jones has a Monster Under her Bed  By Barbara Park 

Part of the Junie B. Jones series. After hearing from a classmate that people have 

monsters under their beds, Junie B. Jones is afraid to go to sleep. 

M 
Vampires Don’t Wear Polka Dots By Debbie Dadey and Marcia Thornton Jones 

Part of the Bailey School Kids series. The rowdy third grade class at Bailey 

Elementary is given a new teacher--the formidable Mrs. Jeepers. 

N 
The Haunted Hotel    By Ron Roy 

Part of the A-Z Mystery series. When the guests of the Shangri-La Hotel are scared 

away by a white-haired female ghost, Dink and his friends investigate the mystery. 

N 
Lunch Walks Among Us  By Jim Benton 

Part of the Frannie K. Stein series. Franny K. Stein is a mad scientist who prefers all 

things spooky and creepy, but when she has trouble making friends at her new school 

she experiments with fitting in which works until a monster erupts from the trash can. 

N 
Midnight Reynolds and the Spectral Transformer  By Catherine Holt  

When twelve year-old misfit Midnight Reynolds takes a job helping out eccentric 

Miss Appleby in the mansion down the street, she discovers an ability to battle ghosts. 

N 
Monster Nanny By Tuutikki Tolonen  

When their mother wins a trip while their father is away, Halley, Koby, and Mimi's 

lives are turned upside-down by a hairy, smelly, half-troll nanny. 

N 
The Pinstripe Ghost  By David Kelly  

Part of the Ball Park Mysteries. While visiting New York's Yankee Stadium with 

Kate's mother, cousins Mike and Kate decide to investigate the rumor that the ghost of 

Babe Ruth is haunting the stadium. 

O 
Rise of the Balloon Goons    By Troy Cummings  

Part of the Notebook of Doom series. Alexander has just moved into Stermont, but the 

elementary school is being torn down, his new classroom is located in the hospital 

morgue, a notebook he finds is full of information about monsters--and everywhere he 

turns there are spooky balloon men determined to attack him. 

O 
Serafina and the Black Cloak    By Robert Beatty 

In 1899 Serafina lives in an Asheville, NC in the basement of her Pa’s estate. When 

the children of the estate start disappearing Serafina knows who the culprit is: the man 

in the black cloak who stalks the estate’s corridors at night. 



P 
The Hanging Hill By Chris Grabenstein 

Zack discovers the mystery of the Hanging Hill Playhouse, and his step-mother Judy 

joins him in this adventure. They are unaware of anything sinister until a series of 

mysterious ghosts appears and strange things begin to happen. 

P 
The Haunted Library     By Dori Butler 

Part of the Haunted Library series. Kaz is an ordinary ghost, then a wind separates him 

from his family and carries him to a faraway library, he is scared until he meets Claire 

a human who can see him. 

P 
The School is Alive!   By Jack Chabert 

Part of the Eerie Elementary series. Sam Graves discovers that his elementary school 

is alive and plotting against the students, and, as hall monitor, it is his job to protect 

them--but he will need some help from his friends. 

P 
Took: A Ghost Story  By Mary Downing Hahn 

A witch called Old Auntie is lurking near Dan's family's new home. He doesn't believe 

in her at first, but is forced to accept that she is real and take action when his little 

sister, Erica, is 'took' to become Auntie's slave for the next fifty years. 

Q 
Attack of the Vampire Weenies: and Other Warped and Creepy Tales  By David 

Lubar 

Thirty creepy stories about warped technology, revengeful ants, sadistic gym teachers, 

and other terrifying things. Includes author's notes on how he got his ideas for these 

stories. Try other creepy tales by the same author. 

Q 
Boy of a Thousand Faces   By Brian Selznick 

Obsessed with horror films, Alonza dreams of transforming himself into “The Boy of 

a Thousand Faces” and gets his wish in an unexpected way. 

 

Q 
Bunnicula: a Rabbit Tale of Mystery   By James Howe 

Though scoffed by Harold the dog, Chester the cat tries to warn his human family that 

their foundling baby bunny must be a vampire. 

Q 
The Gathering By Dan Poblocki 

Part of the Shadow House series. Some houses are more than just haunted . . . they're 

hungry. Dash, Dylan, Poppy, Marcus, and Azumi each think they've been summoned 

to Shadow House for innocent reasons. But there's nothing innocent about Shadow 

House. Something within its walls is wickedly wrong. Nothing — and nobody — can 

be trusted. Hallways move. Doors vanish. Ghosts appear. Children disappear. 



Q 
Gustav Gloom and the People Taker     By Adam-Troy Castro 

First in a series. Gustav Gloom lives in a house with more wonders and mysteries than 

could ever be explained. When Fernie’s cat runs into the Gloom mansion Fernie 

chases her into Gustav’s mansion of horrors. 

Q 
My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish By Mo O’Hara 

Tom's goldfish is horrifically transformed after his evil scientist big brother's 

experiment goes wrong, an accident that infuses the goldfish with hypnotic powers 

and a thirst for revenge. 

Q 
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark  By Alvin Schwartz 

This collection of traditional tales from around the world is sure to give you the 

shivers. Also try More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark and Scary Stories 3.  

Q 
A Tale Dark and Grimm  By Adam Gidwitz 

Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight more 

tales, encountering such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and 

other helpful folk. Try also: In a Glass Grimmly.  

R 
The Dark Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural  By Pat McKissack 

A collection of ghost stories with African American themes, designed to be told 

during the half hour before sunset, when ghosts seem all too believable. 

R 
Mothman’s Curse   By Christine Hayes 

Josie lives in one of the most haunted towns in America. When her Polaroid camera 

prints pictures of local ghosts they are drawn into a mystery that dates back over 100 

years. 

R 
Spirit Hunters By Ellen Oh 

Feeling uncomfortable from the moment she arrives in her new home, Harper is 

dismayed by local rumors that her house is haunted and that every family that has ever 

lived there has suffered terrible tragedies, a situation that turns sinister when her 

cheerful little brother begins acting in alarming ways. 

R 
Thornhill By Pam Smy 

Parallel plotlines set in different times, one told in text and one in art, inform each 

other as a young girl unravels the mystery of a ghost next door. 

R 
Vampirates   By Justin Somper 

Part of the Vampirates series. Connor and Grace, never dreamed that there was any 

truth to the Vampirate shanty their father sang to them before he died. Connor has a 

chance to learn to swordfight, but for Grace the danger is great. 

 

R 
The Witches  By Roald Dahl 

A young boy and his grandmother work together to foil a witch’s plot to destroy the 

world’s children by turning them into mice. 

 



S 
Castle Hangnail By Ursula Vernon  

When little, twelve-year-old Molly arrives at Castle Hangnail to fill the vacancy for a 

wicked witch, the minions who dwell there have no choice but to give her the job. At 

first it seems she will be able to keep the castle open, but Molly has quite a few secrets 

that could cause trouble. 

S 
Cirque du Freak: a Living Nightmare   By Darren Shan 

First in the Saga of Darren Shan series. Two friends visit an illegal freak show, where 

an encounter with a vampire and a deadly spider forces them to make life-changing 

choices. 

S 
Dollhouse Murders By Betty Ren Wright  

Amy's dollhouse is an exact replica of the house she lives in and she thinks the dolls 

are trying to tell her something about unsolved mysteries. Try other cheepy tales by 

the same author. 

S 
The House with a Clock in its Walls   By John Bellairs 

A boy goes to live with his magician uncle in a mansion that has a clock hidden in its 

walls, which is ticking off the minutes until doomsday. First in a series. 

S 
Last Kids on Earth By Max Brallier  

Part of the Last Kids on Earth series. After a monster apocalypse hits town, average 

thirteen-year-old Jack Sullivan builds a team of friends to help slay the eerily 

intelligent monster known as Blarg. 

S 
Monster Blood  By R.L. Stine 

Part of the Goosebumps series. Evan visits an old toy store and buys a can of monster 

blood. After a while he begins to notice the monster blood growing and growing, as 

well as its appetite. 

S 
My Haunted House By Angie Sage 

Araminta Spookie lives in a wonderful old haunted house, but her Aunt Tabby wants 

to move. With the help of several ghosts she has a plan which just might work to stay. 

S 
Nightmares! By Jason Segel 

Charlie Laird has several problems, but his problems are about to get worse as his 

nightmares begin to really come true.  

S 
Zombie Chasers  By John Kloepfer 

When zombies take over Phoenix, Arizona, Zack Clarke, his best friend Rice, and his 

older sister's mean friend Madison Miller team up to try to defeat the undead, or at 

least survive one another. 

T 
Babysitter’s Guide to Monster Hunting By Joe Ballarini  

When Kelly loses a little boy to monsters who live under his bed during her first 

babysitting job, she learns about a secret society of babysitters who fight monsters. 



T 
Elizabeth and Zenobia By Jessica Miller  

When timid Elizabeth's father takes her and her fearless friend, Zenobia, to his family 

home, Zenobia becomes obsessed with finding a ghost there, and then Elizabeth learns 

she had an aunt who disappeared from the house years ago. 

T 
The Screaming Staircase By Jonathan Stroud  

Part of the Lockwood & Co. series. Follows three young operatives of a Psychic 

Detection Agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in London. 

T 
Something Upstairs: A Tale of Ghosts   By Avi 

Kenny discovers that his new house is haunted by the spirit of a black slave boy, who 

asks Kenny to return with him to the early 19
th

 Century to prevent his murder by slave 

traders. 

U 
Frankenstein By Mary Shelley, adapted by Deanna McFadden 

Part of the Classic Starts series, the story of a man who accidentally creates a monster 

that terrorizes the countryside. 

U 
The Haunting of Falcon House  By Eugene Yelchin 

Twelve-year-old Prince Lev Lvov lives with his aunt in Falcon House, where he 

discovers a terrible force haunting the house. 

 

U 
Wait Till Helen Comes: A Ghost Story    By Mary Downing Hahn 

Molly and Michael dislike their spooky new sister, but realize that they must try to 

save her when she seems ready to follow a ghost child to her doom. 

V 
Ask the Bones: Scary Stories from around the World   By Arielle North Olson  

A collection of scary folktales from countries around the world including China, 

Russia, Spain, and the United States. 

V 
Dare to be Scared   By Robert San Souci 

Thirteen scary short stories designed to child and thrill. 

V 
Doll Bones By Holly Black  

Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long 

enjoyed acting out imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a 

real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made from the ashes of a dead girl. 

V 
Horowitz Horror By Anthony Horowitz  

Nine horror stories set in England focus on everyday items that have sinister qualities. 



V 
The Phantom of the Theater  By Geronimo Stilton  

A Geronimo Stilton adventure. When a famous opera singer arrives at Gloomeria's 

Royal Mousetropolitan Theater to perform, the phantom of the theater threatens to ruin 

the show due to a grudge against her, forcing Geronimo and Creepella to investigate. 

V 
The House of Dies Drear   By Virginia Hamilton 

A family tries to unravel the secrets of their new home, which was once a stop on the 

Underground Railroad. 

 

W 
Coraline  By Neal Gaiman 

Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet 

disturbingly different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in 

order to save herself, her parents, and the souls of three others. 

W 
Spellbinder By Helen Stringer 

Belladonna Johnson can see ghosts. After Belladonna’s parents are killed in a car 

accident they can live with her in the same way…until everything changes. One night 

they vanish into thin air Belladonna is left to navigate the whole world to find them. 

X 
The Graveyard Book  By Neal Gaiman 

Nobody Owens aka Bod lives in the cemetery where the ghosts take care of him and 

raise him, but if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the 

man named Jack — who has already killed Bod's family. 

X 
The Last Apprentice: Revenge of the Witch  By Joseph Delaney 

Part of the Last Apprentice series. Tom Ward is the seventh son of a seventh son who 

has been apprenticed to The Spook. Witches, boggarts, and ghosts haunt the English 

countryside; it is Tom’s job to fend them off. 

X 
The Vampire in My Bathtub  By Brenda Seabrooke 

Jeff opens a locked closet and finds an ancient, but good vampire, who is being 

haunted by his evil vampire cousin. 

X 
Zombie Baseball Beatdown By Paolo Bacigalupi  

While practicing for their next baseball game, thirteen-year-old friends Rabi, Miguel, 

and Joe discover that the nefarious activities of the Delbe, Iowa, meatpacking plant 

have caused cows to turn into zombies. 

Y 
Night Gardener By Jonathan Auxier 

Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a 

crumbling manor house where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon the 

siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house. 



 Graphic Novels 
 

Graveyard Shakes By Laura Terry 

Katia and Victoria are sisters and scholarship students at a private boarding school. 

While Victoria tries to fit in, Katia is unapologetic about her quirks, even though their 

classmates tease her. 

 
Anya’s Ghost By Vera Brosgol  
Anya, embarrassed by her Russian immigrant family and self-conscious about her 
body, has given up on fitting in at school but falling down a well and making friends 
with the ghost there just may be worse. 

 
Ghosts  By Raina Telegemeier  

Catrina is already unhappy that she and her family have to move to Northern 

California for the sake of her little sister, Maya, who is sick with cystic fibrosis. But 

Cat becomes even more upset when she learns that the town is inhabited by ghosts--

and that Maya insists on meeting one. 

Spine Tingling Non-Fiction 
Alien Invaders: Species that Threaten our World   By Jane Drake 

Explores the history of alien invaders that are deliberately or accidentally 

introduced to a new habitat and, subsequently, explode in numbers, causing 

harm to property and wildlife. 

J578 DRA 

Bigfoot and other Legendary Creatures  By Paul Robert Walker 

Explores the myths and scientific inquiries surrounding repeated sightings of 

such legendary creatures as the Loch Ness monster, Bigfoot, and the Yeti. 

J001.944 WAL 

 

Dracula and Other Vampire Stories  By Eric Kudalis 

The vampire Dracula pursues his hunger for human blood, both in 

Transylvania and London. Includes information about vampire stories in books 

and films and the historical background of Dracula. 

J398.45 KUD 

Draw 50 Beasties and Yugglies and Turnover Uglies and Things That go 

Bump in the Night   By Lee Ames 

Provides step-by-step instructions for drawing monsters, goons, and 

gruesome beasts. 

J743 AME 

Dungeonology : an Epic Adventure Through the Forgotten Realms  By Matt 

Forbeck 

A guide to the Forbidden Realms reveals how to best explore the treasure-

laden dungeons, mysterious Underchasm, and Icewind Dale. 

J398.45 DUN 

http://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/browse.aspx?ctx=35.1033.0.0.7&type=Browse&by=TI&term=Draw+50+beasties+and+yugglies+and+turnover+uglies+and+things+that+go+bump+in+the+night+%2f&page=0
http://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/browse.aspx?ctx=35.1033.0.0.7&type=Browse&by=TI&term=Draw+50+beasties+and+yugglies+and+turnover+uglies+and+things+that+go+bump+in+the+night+%2f&page=0


The Faithful Friend By Robert San Souci      

A retelling of the traditional tale from the French West Indies in which two 

friends encounter love, zombies, and danger on the island of Martinique. 

J398.2 SAN 

Ghosts : a Nonfiction Companion to a Good Night for Ghosts  By Mary Pope 

Osborne 

A Magic Tree House Research Guide book. Mary Pope Osborne gives us some 

insight into some real ghost stories. 

J133.1 OSB 

Ghosts!: Ghostly tales from Folklore  By Alvin Schwartz    

Presents seven easy-to-read ghost stories based on traditional folktales and 

legends from various countries. 

J133.1 SCH 

Ghosts: the Unsolved Mystery  By Lisa Wade McCormick 

Unexplained noises echo in empty rooms. Strange images appear in 

photographs. Could ghosts really exist? Find out about ghostly events and how 

science is trying to solve this mystery. 

133.1 MCC 

Haunted Histories: creepy castles, dark dungeons, and powerful palaces  By 

J.H Everett 

Shares engaging facts about the locations where calamitous historical events 

have occurred, providing coverage of topics ranging from the Tower of 

London and the torture methods used there, to dungeon life for prisoners and 

the most popular poisoning methods. 

133.1 EVE 

The Headless Horseman Rides Tonight; More Poems to Trouble Your Sleep  
By Jack Prelutsky 

Presents 12 scary poems. 

J811 PRE 

Hist Whist   By E.E. Cummings 

Presents with illustrations the celebrated author’s poem of scary, ghostly 

things. 

J811 CUM 

Legends of Dracula By Thomas Streissguth 

Discusses Vlad the Impaler, the historical person behind Count Dracula, 

describes how Bram Stoker came to write his famous novel about him, and 

examines how the character has been portrayed on stage and screen. 

J398.45 STO 

Making Friends with Frankenstein: A Book of Monstrous Poems and 

Pictures  By Colin McNaughton 

Presents a collection of silly, scary, and disgusting poems about monsters and 

other unusual creatures. 

J811 MCN 

Monster Bones: The Story of a Dinosaur Fossil  By Jacqui Bailey 

Describes how the bones of a dinosaur became fossilized, were discovered by a 

paleontologist, and were ultimately displayed in a museum. 

J567.9 BAI 



Monster Hunt: Exploring Mysterious Creatures  By Jim Arnosky 

Looks at mysterious creatures from legend, natural history, and controversial 

contemporary sightings. 

J001.944 ARN 

Monster Laughs; Frightfully Funny Jokes about Monsters By Michael Dahl 

An easy-to-read collection of riddles about vampires, mummies, and other 

monsters. 

J817 DAH 

Monsters  By Judith Herbst 

Introduces such ‘monsters’ as the Yeti, zombies, and the Loch Ness monster, 

debunking many of these fantastic tales. 

J001.944 HER 

The Mystery of the Loch Ness Monster  By Holly Wallace 

 Examines the history of the Loch Ness monster story, eyewitness accounts, 

various efforts to discover and identify the creature, explanations for its 

identity, and attempts to fake its appearance. 

J001.944 WAL 

Nightmares: Poems to Trouble your Sleep By Jack Prelutsky  

Twelve poems featuring a vampire, werewolf, ghoul, and other monsters 

J811 PRE 

R.L. Stine: Creator of Creepy and Spooky Stories  By Michelle Parker-Rock 

Presents the life of best-selling young adult horror author R.L. Stine, including 

his childhood and the evolution of his writing career. 

JBIO STINE 

Scared Silly! A Book for the Brave Marc Brown             

An illustrated collection of spooky stories, poems, and riddles including a 

humorous array of ghosts. 

J808.81 BRO 

Scary Sharks!  By Elaine Landau 

Introduces sharks and why they sometimes attack humans, and tells of some 

real-life shark attacks. 

J597.3 LAN 

Tales of the Cryptids; Mysterious Creatures That May or May Not Exist  By 

Kelly Milner Halls 

Cryptozoology is the study of animals that may or may not be real: familiar 

animals like Bigfoot and the Loch Ness Monster, and those that are less 

familiar like the Marozi of Kenya, the Orang-pendek of Sumatra and the 

Thylacine of Tasmania. Meet these and more in this introduction to 

cryptozoology. 

J001.944 HAL 

Werewolves and Stories About Them   By Eric Kudalis 

Stories and information about werewolves. 

J398.45 KUD 

What Makes a Monster: Discovering the World’s Scariest Creatures  By Jess 

Keating 

An informative introduction to nature's scariest creatures, exploring why some 

animals are considered “monsters”. 

J591 KEA 



When the Chenoo Howls: Native American Tales of Terror   By Joseph 

Bruchac 

A collection of spook tales from the Native American tradition. 

J398.2 BRU 

The Whispering Room: Haunted Poems   By Gillian Clarke   

A collection of poems about the supernatural by both classic and contemporary 

children’s poets. 

J811 WHI 

 

Wiley and the Hairy Man  By Judy Sierra    

With his mother’s help, Wiley outwits the hairy creature that dominates the 

swamp near his home by the Tombigbee River.  

J398.2 SIE 

Youch! Real-Life Monsters Up Close  By Trevor Day 

Close-up photographs and text about dangerous insects, snakes, reptiles, fish, 

and other animals. Includes movable flaps. 

J591.65 DAY 

Young Ghosts   By Daniel Cohen 

Presents accounts of the appearances of child ghosts who only appear to 

children. 

J133.1 COH 

Picture Books & Easy Readers 
Bony-Legs  By Joanna Cole                                                                         J READER COLE  

When a terrible witch vows to eat her for supper, a little girl escapes with the help of a mirror 

and comb given to her by the witch’s cat and dog. 

Creepy Carrots! By Aaron Reynolds                                                                                JP REY 

The carrots growing in Crackenhopper Field are the crispiest around, and Jasper Rabbit cannot 

resist pulling some to eat each time he passes by--until he begins hearing and seeing creepy 

carrots wherever he goes. 

A Dark, Dark Tale  By Ruth Brown                                                                                 JP BRO 

Journeying through a dark, dark house a black cat surprises the only inhabitant of the abandoned 

residents. 

The Fun Book of Scary Stuff  By Emily Jenkins                                                             JP JEN 

A little boy tells his two dogs about all the things that scare him.  

The Ghost-Eye Tree    By Bill Martin                                                                              JP MAR 

Walking down a lonely road on an errand one night, a brother and sister argue over who is afraid 

of the dreaded Ghost-Eye Tree. 

Go Away Big, Green Monster   By Ed Emberley                                                            JP EMB 

Die-cut pages through which bits of a monster are revealed are designed to help a child control 

nighttime fears of monsters. 

I Am (Not) Scared   By Anna Kang                                                                                  JP KAN 

Two fuzzy creatures go to an amusement park and discover that being frightened may not be as 

scary as one thinks. 



I Want To Be in a Scary Story  By Sean Taylor                                                              JP TAY 

Monster wants to be in a scary story, so the narrator provides a story with scary forests, spooky 

houses, ghosts, and witches. 

In a Dark, Dark, Room & Other Scary Stories By Alvin Schwartz    J READER SCHWARTZ 

Seven scary stories to tell at night in front of a fire or in the dark, based on traditional stories and 

folktales from various countries. 
Leonardo the Terrible Monster By Mo Willems                                                             JP WIL 

Despite his best efforts, Leonardo cannot scare anyone, even miserable Sam, and the sympathy 

he feels for Sam leads to friendship. 

Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything  By Linda Williams                         JP WIL 

A little old lady who is not afraid of anything must deal with a pumpkin head, a tall black hat, 

and other spooky objects that follow her through the dark woods trying to scare her. 

Monster Trucks By Anika Denise                                                                                    JP DEN 

Join Frankentruck, Zombie Truck, Ghost Truck and more as they race to the finish line! 

The Music Teacher from the Black Lagoon  By Mike Thaler                                        JP THA 

Part of the “Black Lagoon” series. A boy contemplates all the horrible stories he has heard about 

the music teacher and the ordeal she forces her students to endure. 

The Teeny-Tiny Woman    By Paul Galdone                                                                   JP GAL 

Retells the tale of the teeny-tiny woman who finds a teeny-tiny bone in a churchyard and puts it 

away in her cupboard before she goes to sleep. 

Velcome     By Kevin O’Malley                                                                                       JP OMA 

An illustrated collection of scary stories with humorous endings, featuring such elements as a 

boy being followed home by a coffin, a rapping noise in a haunted house, and strange intruders 

at the front door. 

The Widow’s Broom    By Chris Van Allsburg                                                               JP VAN 

A Witch’s worn out broom serves a widow well, until her neighbors decide the thing is wicked 

and dangerous. 

The Wolves in the Walls  By Neil Gaiman                                                                     JP GAI         

Lucy is sure there are wolves living in the walls of her house, although others in her family 

disagree and when the wolves come out the adventures begins. 

There’s a Monster in your Book  By Tom Fletcher                                                      JP FLE 

Encourages the reader to shake, tilt, and wiggle the book to remove the little monster inside, but 

once it is out, another problem arises. 

** Check out our Halloween section for more spooky tales.  
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